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Australia Supports Lao Competition Law  
 

 
           Ambassador John Williams (centre left) with Vice Minister H.E. Bounmy Manivong (centre  

           right) opening the Competition Law workshop in Vientiane. 

 

As part of its programs to promote regional economic integration, Australia is supporting the 

development of an effective competition law in the Lao PDR, to strengthen the competitiveness of 

the Lao economy. 

 

Australian Ambassador John Williams today joined Vice Minister for Industry and Commerce, 

H.E. Bounmy Manivong, to open a workshop on competition law for Lao trade and economic 

officials in Vientiane.  

 

The workshop is part of a broader program to improve understanding of the benefits and 

challenges of implementing an effective competition law, to support the Lao PDR’s entry into the 

ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) at the end of 2015.  All ASEAN Members States have 

committed to introducing a competition law by 2015. 

 

The workshop, involving officials from the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 

(ACCC), will help support the Lao Government draft its first comprehensive national competition 

law, to be submitted to the National Assembly in mid 2015. 

 

Australia has committed A$2 million (around LAK 15 billion) to build the capacity of ASEAN 

countries to combat anti-competitive activities in their individual markets.   

 



 

 

 

The program will focus on building institutional frameworks to support competition law 

implementation, and support cooperation on cross-border competition issues. 

 

“An effective competition law and authority will be a vital platform for the Lao PDR to build a 

more robust, competitive economy, and to ensure it is positioned well to benefit from greater 

regional integration,” Ambassador Williams said.   

 

Williams said Australia was proud to help build the capacity and networks among competition 

authorities across South-East Asia in the year in which we are celebrating the 40
th

 anniversary of 

ASEAN-Australia relations.  

 

“Australia is fortunate to have a strong, independent institution, the ACCC, to promote open trade 

and ensure consumers are reaping the benefits of a competitive market place.  We’re also proud of 

the support the ACCC are providing for their counterparts across the region.”  
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